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ABSTRACT

As is the case with most if not all Arab-Muslim countries, society in the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) is distinguished by a great in interest in research that deals with
the issues of civil liberty, political participation, and the relationship between those
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who govern and those who are governed. This interest, while productive, has created a
rift between some in the Arab world and allowed foreign interests to influence and
threaten the security and stability of Arab societies. The ongoing argument about the
legitimacy of Arab leadership, which is viewed by many as falling short of the popular
electoral process, has put the very sovereignty of Arab nations at risk.

Recently, foreign pressure has increased to the extent that pan-Arab nations have
become as "bartering chips’ to the United States and its alies, and an arena
dangerously opened to invasion and occupation. The outcome of this is that the true
nature of Arab existence and identity and the survival of Arabs as a people and
civilization are at stake.

In order for Arab nations to meet this challenge, they need to re-assess their
political, economic, socia, and cultural systems. Of primary concern should be the
domain of civil liberties. Among the most prided and valued of civil liberties are
freedom of speech and the right to express one's opinion, which are most often
represented by the press and journalists.

This research is an attempt in to deal with the question of freedom of the pressin
the UAE, as both an Arab country and Islamic State. The most problematic aspect of
this issue has to do with measures imposed by the government which limit the work of
the press and hold it somewhat hostage to governmental rulings. It may be said that the
press is subject to governmental subjugation and a controlled means for disseminating
news, which creates an atmosphere in direct contrast to the ideals and ethics of the
mediafield.

This research relies upon international norms and standards regarding freedom of
the press and uses a standard questionnaire prepared by the UNESCO to study whether
or not internationally recognized and ethical standards of the press are applied in the
UAE. The research in this study may be defined as both qualitative and quantitative
and includes interviews, direct observations and questionnaires.
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